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DEVELOPING
LIVEABLE CITIES
LIVEABLE CITIES ARE WITHIN REACH.
WE NOW HAVE A WIDE VARIETY OF
PRACTICAL STEPS WE CAN TAKE TO
MAKE THEM A REALITY.
The future success
of the Northern
Powerhouse regions
will increasingly
depend on their
ability to provide their
communities with an
improved quality of
life.

Project: Nordhavnen,
Copenhagen
The future of
sustainable urban
living, Nordhavnen is
a new urban district in
Copenhagen that is a
best practice example
of city planning from
an economic, social
and environmental
perspective.
Ramboll is consultant
for By & Havn on the
overall development,
and has a central role
in the new metro line
that will serve the area.
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Developing liveable
cities is a crucial
element in this.
Ramboll has identified
the strategic levers
that if delivered
systematically and
coherently can drive
improved liveability:
•

Social coherence

•

Economic growth

•

Environmental
sustainability

•

Good governance

•

Urban planning

Ramboll’s planning
and technical design
capabilities and
extensive experience
in developing cities
around the world
make us ideally placed
to develop urban
areas in a holistic and
integrated manner.
The results lead to
healthy and safe places
in which people can
thrive, communities
can grow and the
environment can
flourish.

Project: Copenhagen
city centre
Masterplanning for the
Cloudburst project
in Copenhagen city
centre has become
a world leading
example of how cities
can develop climate
change resilience to
minimise the global
impacts associated
with flooding.

BLUE-GREEN
INFRASTRUCTURE
LIVEABLE CITIES NEED TO DEVELOP
RESILIENCE TO MINIMISE THE IMPACTS
ASSOCIATED WITH A CHANGING CLIMATE.

Image: Morten Larsen

Blue-Green
infrastructure is an
approach to managing
water at development
and city wide scale.
The approach reflects
the natural water cycle
and mitigates flooding
by incorporating and
integrating trees,
plants and water into
city planning.
By planning and
building for health,
recreation and
water management

holistically, it is
possible to handle
stormwater so that it
becomes a valuable
resource, beneficial to
urban life, and not a
nuisance.
In the North of
England the River
Irwell regeneration
project provided an
opportunity for our
Environment & Health
experts to improve
water quality and
aquatic ecology.

Project: Irwel City Park.
Ramboll provided flood risk assessment,
water resources management and waterside
construction services when the River Irwell was
the focus of a masterplan for the regeneration
of an 8km stretch of the waterway between
Salford Crescent and Salford Quays, including
part of the Manchester Ship Canal. The
proposals provided enhanced river walkways
and crossings at key locations. With the
watercourses already at risk of flooding, it
was essential the new piers and crossings
did not exacerbate the situation. We liaised
closely with the Environment Agency to
develop suitable bridge designs that would
not compromise the risk of flooding elsewhere
within the catchment.
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INFRASTRUCTURE FOR
CONNECTIVITY AND
MOBILITY
LIVEABLE CITIES CONNECT PEOPLE
AND GOODS, KNOWLEDGE AND
INNOVATION, CITIES AND REGIONS.

Project: Mersey Gateway
Ramboll has been
supporting this
ambitious project
since 2001. Our initial
commission, as lead
technical consultant,
extended to the
project’s financial close.
We helped to obtain
funding approval for the
Mersey Gateway project
and have provided
a suite of expertise
including engineering
design, construction
methods investigation,
environmental and
transport assessments,
remediation, the
provision of expert
witness services and
technical advice.
We are now working
under a new commission
as part of a technical
advisor team composed
of CH2M, Ramboll, IBI
& Knight Architects,
to support the Mersey
Gateway Crossings
Board with the technical
and contractual
administration of the
project.
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Transport links within
any city are integral
to the concept of
liveable cities, ensuring
improved access, a
healthier population
and greater social
interaction. The need
to ensure efficient,
sustainable and
liveable transport
infrastructure is vital to
the well-being of the
residents.

Ramboll engineers
have worked
on significant
infrastructure projects
viewed as crucial
regeneration catalysts
in the North of England
including:

In many ways the
upcoming Mersey
Gateway captures the
essence of mobility
and connectivity. Not
only will the bridge
improve the flow of
vehicles, people and
goods it connects the
region, bringing huge
estimated benefits for
people and businesses
in Halton, the Liverpool
city-region, Cheshire
and across the north
west.

•

The Mersey
Gateway, Runcorn

•

MediaCity
footbridge,
Manchester

•

The Hepworth
Wakefield bridge,
West Yorkshire

•

Cruise liner facility,
Liverpool

•

Central Park
Metrolink bridge,
The Gateway,
Manchester

CLEANER AND MORE
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
LIVEABLE CITIES MUST PLAN
FOR IMPROVED ENERGY
INFRASTRUCTURE HAND IN HAND
WITH IMPROVED URBAN PLANNING.
Minimising climate
impact, improving
energy efficiency
and countering
resource scarcity
are all key priorities
when working with
the supply chain from
city planning and
energy production
right through to
transmission and
distribution.

Project: Greenwich
Peninsula Energy
Network
Services we are
providing include
district heating, energy
strategy, district energy.
The energy centre will
contain CHP plant,
thermal store, biomass
and gas fired boilers,
pumps, pressurisation,
controls and water
treatment and to be
able to connect to
future heat production
technologies including
other heat networks
such as the London
Thames Gateway Heat
Network.
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With fuel poverty
posing a significant
issue in many cities, we
need to capitalise on
large scale advantages
that are natural in
a city and work on
energy strategies
with the supply
chain, which focus on
integrated solutions
for urban design,
energy, buildings and
transport.

Ramboll’s Energy
experts are shaping
a low carbon future
energy design in the
heart of our UK cities
with projects including:
•

Greenwich
Peninsula Energy
Network, London

•

District heating
masterplan for
the Greater
Manchester Area

•

Burbo Bank
Windfarm,
Liverpool Bay, near
Sefton

•

Immingham
Renewable Fuel
Terminal

•

Waste-to-Energy
Facility, Isle of Man

•

Waste-toEnergy Facility,
Lincolnshire

DESTINATIONS FOR
ATTRACTING TALENT
AND INVESTMENT
CITIES THAT ACTIVELY PROMOTE
LIVEABILITY ATTRACT RESIDENTS,
BUSINESSES AND TOURISTS.

Project: The National
Graphene Institute.
Drawing on Ramboll’s
extensive experience
in research and science
laboratories, we were
able to create clean
rooms and laboratories
that will accommodate
sophisticated research
equipment, which
have both extremely
low-vibration and nonmagnetic requirements.
As the acoustic,
environmental, fire,
civil and structural
engineers, Ramboll
helped to realise
The University of
Manchester’s ambitions
in creating the world’s
leading centre for
graphene research.
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Creating a liveable city
attracts the very best
talent and investment
into a region, securing
its long term future
and its position in the
world market.

•

Royal National
Music College
extension,
Manchester

•

Ramboll’s building
structures and services
engineers have
contributed to many
exceptional buildings
in the Northern
Powerhouse regions,
including:

Stanley Park
Stadium, Anfield,
Liverpool

•

Whitworth
Art Gallery
refurbishment
and extension,
Manchester

•

The University
of Sheffield’s
Arts Tower
refurbishment

•

The National
Graphene Institute,
Manchester

•

Liverpool John
Moores University
Design Academy

Ramboll is a leading engineering, design and consultancy
company employing 13,000 experts. Our presence is
global with a strong representation in the Nordics, UK,
North America, Middle East and Asia-Pacific.
We constantly strive to achieve inspiring and exacting
solutions that make a genuine difference to our
customers, end-users and society as a whole.
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